
     I am honored and humbled by the opportunity to lead this great organization for the next two years. I would be concerned about the 
responsibility that I am undertaking, but David Pearce has done a tremendous job of guiding the Alabama Golf Association for the past 
two years and has left the Association in great shape for me, and we have our fine Executive Director Buford McCarty to make sure 
that I don’t make any harmful missteps.
     Fifty-two years ago my father took my sister Marion and me to the Country Club of Tuscaloosa and basically turned us loose to 
figure out the game on our own.  Starting a practice that has sadly prevailed over most of my life in golf, I hit a couple of practice putts 
but spent no time on the practice tee before teeing up on the first hole and completing it in a still-remembered total of 23 strokes. I was 
hooked right there and then. 
      Over the years I have made some of my best friends on and around golf courses, and I have become acquainted with some truly 
extraordinary characters. My life, on the golf course and off, has been shaped to varying degrees by a large collection of folks known 
to many of you — Buddy Walker, Billy O’Connor, Jackie Cummings, Dick Pride, M.C. Fitts, Bill Burton, Jackie and Robert Maness, Gene 
Williams, Truitt Mills, Sr. and Jr., Joe King, Elbert Jemison, Woody Woodall, Art Gleason, Al Jones, and Bud Burns. And that’s just the 
old guys.
     When I agreed 19 years ago to become an AGA Director, it was with the notion that I owed it to the next generation to do what I 
could to allow the men and women coming after me to have the opportunity to experience what I have had the chance to experience 
over these many years from my association with the game of golf. I hope that my Presidency of the AGA will accomplish that.
     Over the next two years, I intend to carry on with two significant projects that are already ongoing with substantial momentum. First, 
as many of you are aware, the AGA is committed to build Golf House Alabama over the coming years. It will be an expensive project, 
and it will take us a long time to get it started and get it completed, but we are committed to completing it and giving all Alabama 
golfers a place to visit and celebrate the game.
     We are looking at a couple of different possible locations, including a piece of property that the Association purchased a couple of 
years ago. We thought that we would build on that property when we bought it, but there are a couple of other opportunities that have 
become available, and we are evaluating them. If you are willing to contribute your time, money, real estate acumen, or other expertise 
to this project, please get in touch with me, either by phone at (251) 432-5511, or by e-mail at gwalker@handarendall.com
     The second major project is of more recent origin, and it is the publication of a History of the Alabama Golf Association. The 
Centennial of the Association will occur in 2015, and we expect and intend to have the book ready for distribution by then. We have 
asked Ian Thompson to research and write the book, and we are much impressed with the histories that he has completed for the 
members of Shoal Creek and Hoover Country Club.
     Many of you will be hearing from Ian or from me about input you may be able to provide to the book. Please let us know of any 
information, documents, or artifacts that you have that you believe may merit inclusion in or mention in the published History of the 
Alabama Golf Association. There is much to be proud of in what has been accomplished in the first 96 years, and all of us associated 
with the AGA are very intent in making sure that it all gets in the “History.”
     I am pleased to report that the dissolution of the Women’s Alabama Golf Association and its inclusion into the Alabama Golf 
Association was completed in 2010.  We were joined at our 2010 and 2011 annual meetings by five new AGA Directors who have 
provided great past service to the WAGA, and who are now providing great service to the AGA — Kathy Hartwiger, Lucie King, Carol 
Lell, Chris Marr and Sandy Santa Rossa.
     Carol Lell has joined us on the Executive Committee, and we have learned much already from the many successes of the WAGA that 
translate to much of what we have been doing for the AGA over the years. I have heard that there were some who were stalwart 
participants in WAGA events over the years who sat out the AGA women’s events in 2010 out of a concern that they would not be run 
properly or that the involvement of the AGA would somehow change the events. I urge you to speak with those who did participate in 
2010 and to give us a chance in 2011; I think that you will be very surprised and excited about what we are doing with golf 
championships in Alabama.
     Remember this — above all else, conducting championships is what we do and we do it well.
     If you love golf — and I doubt that you would be reading this if you do not — help us make this Association dedicated to Alabama 
golfers to be the best that it can be.  If you are a competitive golfer, play in our tournaments. If you are a golf lover, but don’t feel the 
urge to play competitively, look into our Committeeman/Committeewoman program. You can play an important role in our tournaments 
without lifting a club by serving as a tournament official.
     If you believe that you have the talent to rate a golf course, we will be happy to help you learn how to do that and put you to work 
rating golf courses. There is something for everyone interested in golf at the Alabama Golf Association, and I invite you to let us know 
your interest so that we can let you get involved.

 Sincerely,

 George Walker
 President
 Alabama Golf Association

An Inspirational Observation for 2011 by the O.C.
 By Warren Belser

      The Old Committeeman looked up and saw one of the more prominent charter members of the club coming over. The O.C. has given the 
designation of charter member to those members who spend half their time at the club in the XIX Hole complaining about their own golf or your 
golf if you beat them.
     The C.M. began with this remark, “I understand that you gave us a golf inspiration at Golf/Nite. I was out of town and I am sorry that I 
couldn’t attend. May I ask, what did you say?
     The O.C. replied, “You most certainly may ask. I began by saying that our course this early in the spring is showing signs of being in as good 
shape as it was last year. With all that, I ask is the quality of our play as good as it could be or should be? I say it isn’t and we can do something 
about it.
     “There are four ideas about golf that only a few of us use. First, we do not play the course as we find it. A few of us do and the rest of us 
should. Next, we should play our golf from within the teeing ground, play only our ball and don’t touch it, unless a Rule permits, until it is lifted 
from the hole. Mulligans, Winter Rules played 13 months out of the year and putting balls come to mind.
     “Then we have the two basic premises that underline our handicap system to promote play on level terms. Namely, each player must try to 
make the best score on every hole in every round regardless of where the golf is played. And the player must post his score for Equitable Stroke 
Control for peer review.
     “I closed with this. If two-thirds of our players made these four ideas a firm part of their game, the other third would join in. We use these 
ideas when we play a club tournament, but not during regular games. If we did, the quality of our club golf would be as good as the quality of 
our golf courses. Rededicate yourself to playing your best in a very challenging and sporting way. It is up to you.
     “There you have it. What do you think?”
     The C.M. replied, “I knew you would do something like this. I follow these ideas as you know, but maybe not as much as I should. With your 
alert to raise the quality of our golf, I’ll rededicate myself and encourage my fellow players to do the same. With that, I say good night.”
     After the C.M. departed, the O.C. asked James for his unsigned chits and was told that the cash register was closed until tomorrow.
     The O.C. said, “Then I’ll say good night, James.”
     “Good night, sir.”
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     In early March, at their annual banquet, the Alabama Golf Association recognized 
Bee McWane Reid, Sadie Roberts and Buford McCarty with the Joe H. King Award.
     King, who passed away in 2008, was such a key person in golf with the USGA, 
Southern Golf Association and AGA. In 1993 the AGA created an award in King’s name 
to be given periodically to amateur golfers in Alabama for their contributions to golf.
     To date, there have been 12 recipients and they make for impressive reading: King, 
Ann Upchurch, Elbert Jemison, Charley Boswell, Buddy Walker, Sam Farlow, Frank 
Campbell, Bob Lowry, Jackie Cummings, Art  Gleason and Fred Stephens.

     Bee McWane Reid comes from a storied golfing family.
 Her father William McWane was inducted into the Birmingham Golf 
Association Hall of Fame in their inaugural year of 1965, with her 
mother Louise following her husband into the BGA Hall of Fame 
three years later, and Bee was inducted in 1998.
     She dominated golf in the state in the late 1940s and early to mid 
1950s winning the State Amateur Championship six times in eight 
years (1948, ‘49, ‘50, ‘52, ‘53 and ‘55).
     The game came naturally to young Bee as she won her first state 
title in her mid-teens and kept on winning.
     Much later in life she had a remarkable four holes-in-one over 
just a six-month period in 1996 while living in Naples, Fla., and has a 
career total of nine.
     In 2007 she endowed a fund that allowed the employment of the 
first full-time Executive Director of the Women’s Alabama Golf 
Association. Subsequently the WAGA joined with the Alabama Golf 
Association last year.
     “She was the Kathy Hartwiger of her day (Hartwiger has won a 
record eight State Amateur titles, including last year),” AGA board 
member Carol Lell said.
     After living for many years in Naples, Fla., she now resides again 
in Birmingham.

     It is not too strong of a statement to say that Sadie Roberts was 
responsible for the start of organized women’s golf in the state.
     As the president of the Women’s Southern Golf Association in 
1928, she wanted the women golfers in Alabama to have their own 
organization and state amateur championship.
     The very next year her desire became reality and the first 
women’s state amateur was held at the Country Club of 
Birmingham. Subsequently she served as president of the WAGA for 
a remarkable 22 years.
     She was inducted into the BGA Hall of Fame in 1967.
     In 2009, to coincide with the 80th anniversary of the WAGA, their 
Special Award was renamed the Sadie Roberts Award. 
Subsequently it will now be given to outstanding men’s and 
women’s volunteers to the AGA, with Elaine Yost and Warren 
Belser to be so honored tonight.
     This wondrous lady died in 1988, two months shy of her 100th 
birthday.

     Upon finding out he had been chosen to be one of this year’s three recipients of the 
Joe H. King Award, AGA Executive Director Buford McCarty was literally moved to 
tears.
     “Joe was my mentor and I would not have been doing what I’ve been doing for the 
past 25 years without him.”
     McCarty has been at the helm of the AGA through an extended period of 
unprecedented growth. Indeed, the AGA has come a long way from King himself 
running the association out of a “shoe box” in his home.
     “I’d like to think I’ve turned out to be a fairly adequate administrator, but would 
never have been able to do half of what’s been done without an incredible amount of 
help and guidance.
     “Joe King, of course, Richard Anthony, Art Gleason, Ben Dowdey, Barney Lanier, 
Derrel Curry and so, so many more.
     “It’s never been a Buford thing; it’s always been a team thing.”
     When McCarty took the helm the AGA conducted two championships: the State 
Amateur and the State Junior. They are now responsible for 13 championships, plus 
many other events such as the State High School Championships.
     McCarty is rightfully proud of the fact that the USGA asked him to come to their 
headquarters in Far Hills, N.J. for a number of years to teach a class entitled “How to 
Conduct a Championship.”
     Quite the commendation when golf’s governing body asks you to educate USGA 
interns and staff members on the best practices to run championships.
     The AGA remains the only state golf association using an RV from which to conduct 
its championships and this is something McCarty will take credit for.
     “It makes us so much more efficient (in running a championship) and we don’t 
impose on the host club.”
     He was honored last year with the USGA’s Ike Grainger Award, commemorating 25 
years of service, and is thrilled to be working towards “Golf House Alabama” and this 
future stand-alone home of the AGA

     Every golf course receives both a USGA Course Rating and USGA Slope Rating for each set of tees that is rated. The rating established for the 
scratch golfer is known as the Course Rating. There is also a rating for the bogey player known as the Bogey Rating. This Bogey Rating is not 
normally published, but is used to determine a Slope Rating. The Slope Rating is an evaluation of the relative difficulty of 
a course for players other than scratch golfers. The USGA Course and Slope ratings are then calculated and certified by the authorized golf 
associations before they are issued to the club. These ratings are vital in calculating a person's handicap for that particular course 
(Course Handicap).
     The Alabama Golf Association has a dedicated group of volunteers who make course rating possible in the state, headed by our Volunteer 
Captain, Everette Kelley.
     The process begins when we request that each course due to be rated send information pertinent to course rating, such as yardage for 
each hole from each set of tees; green widths and depths; as well as the par for each hole.
     We take this information and compile our Form One sheets which are used onsite on the course during the rating process. While much of 
the rating comes from the course’s yardage, what our rating team analyzes on the course is also very important.
     Our raters will measure fairway widths in landing zones, and evaluate obstacles such as water hazards, bunkers, out of bounds, etc. It is also 
important for the rating team to play the golf course before or after the rating process so that they can have a better understanding of what 
they are rating.
     After all of the on course work is done, the Form One sheets are returned to the office where the results are put into the USGA’s Course 
Rating Program and the official results are calculated and passed on to the club, as well as input into the GHIN system.
     When you see our course rating team members please take time to thank them for volunteering their time so that golfers in this state can 
have accurate course ratings and handicaps.

     In looking ahead to this year’s calendar, the Alabama Golf Association has once again lined up some fine venues.  
     First up is the Women’s State Senior at Prattville Country Club, April 19-21. Tami Green of Pikeville is the defending champion.
     Next comes the State Four Ball, which will be played April 28-May 1 at Lakewood Golf Club in Point Clear. John Hanson and Alex Balog, both 
of Montgomery, won last year.
     The State Senior Amateur will be May 20-22 at Saugahatchee Country Club in Opelika. Ralph Mathews of Andalusia is the reigning champion.
     The AGA’s crown jewel, the 95th State Amateur Championship, goes to FarmLinks Golf Club in Sylacauga June 9-12. Hunter Hamrick is the 
two-time defending champion and he will be trying for a rare three in a row. Sam Farlow is the only player to do so, from 1986-88. Farlow and 
Sam Perry have won the State Amateur four times, with Glenn Crisman, Scudday Horner, M.C. Fitts and Jackie Cummings three-time winners.
      The 79th Women’s State Amateur Championship will be played at Heron Lakes Country Club in Mobile, June 21-24. Kathy Hartwiger won her 
record eighth title last year.
     The Girls State Junior is the following week (June 28-30) on the East Course at The Country Club of Birmingham. Bailey Gray of Springville 
won it in 2010.
     The Women’s State Stroke Play is at Grayson Valley Country Club in Trussville, July 22-24, with Maegan Rice the defending champion.
     The Boys State Junior is July 26-28 at Valley Hill Country Club in Huntsville. There will be a new name on the championship trophy as four-
time overall champion and seven-time champion of his age group Bobby Wyatt is now in college at the University of Alabama.
      The State Match Play will be played Aug. 3-6 at Limestone Springs in Oneonta. Michael Johnson was last year’s winner.
     The Women’s State Four Ball will be at Troy Country Club, Sept. 7-9. Hartwiger and Lea Green are the two-time defending champions, with 
Hartwiger also winning the inaugural title in 2008 with Missy Gooden.
     The State Mid-Amateur will be played Sept. 23-25 at Gadsden Country Club, with Steve Hudson the defending champ.
     The State Senior Four Ball is Oct. 14-16 at Willow Point Golf & Country Club in Alexander City. Mike Greer and Tom Jungkind won last year.
     The State Club Team Championship, which has been won five of its six years by a team from Hoover Country Club, will not be played this 
year.
     Men’s USGA local qualifiers include the U.S. Open, Pine Tree, May 18; U.S. Amateur Public Links, Auburn University Club, June 7; U.S. Junior 
Amateur, Country Club of Birmingham (West Course), June 14; U.S. Girls Junior, Shoal Creek, June 15; U.S. Senior Open, Musgrove CC, Jasper, 
June 28;
U.S. Amateur, Wynlakes Golf & Country Club, Montgomery, Aug. 1; U.S. Senior Amateur, Turtle Point Golf & Yacht Club, Killen, Aug. 15; and U.S. 
Mid-Amateur, Moore’s Mill Golf Club, Auburn, Aug. 29.


